
 

t has been a busy 2014 here at 

Sequoia! On February 20th, 

Sequoia Elementary received itôs 

California Distinguished School 

Validation Visit.  The validation visit 

went perfectly, resulting in Sequoia 

Elementary School being 

recommended to the county and state 

school boards to be recognized as a 

California Distinguished School.  We 

are in the final assessment stage and 

hope to have official word from State 

Superintendent Tom Torkalson of our 

status as one of Californiaôs newest 

Distinguished Schools.  

Sequoia Elementary also has received 

the 2013 California Business for 

Education Excellence Award! We were 

nominated for this award for our on-

A  M e s s age  F ro m The  P r i nc i pa l  . . .  
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going academic excellence, 

professional development, teacher 

collaboration and progress monitoring 

systems. A full list of the CBEE Honor 

Roll can be found here:  
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Finally, Sequoia Green Team parents, 

CJ Lamborn and Terri Nixon won the 

Pleasant Hill Community Award for 

their work at Sequoia with recycling, 

composting, and the vegetable garden 

in the Kindergarten area.  

Thank you all for your support in 

making Sequoia Elementary an award 

winning school! 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Franklin, Principal  

Principal   

I  

Sequo ia  Tw i t te r  Accoun t  

Get photo updates, news and information about 

upcoming events via Sequoia Elementary Schoolôs 

Twitter feed. Search for #SequoiaPrin, request to follow 

the feed and then email Dr. Franklin with your twitter 

name so that he may add you. Only Sequoia families 

may join the feed.  

It was one of 

those March days 
when the sun 

shines hot and 
the wind blows 
cold: when it is 

summer in the 
light, and winter 

in the shade.  

 

- Charles Dickens 

http://www.cbee.org.


Sequo ia  E lementa ry  i s  

E l ig ib le  fo r  t he  CA 

D is t ingu ished  schoo l  award  

The 2014 California Distinguished Schools Program directly 
focuses on Californiaôs students and their entitlement to an 
equitable and rigorous education. The California Distinguished 
School Award identifies and honors those schools that have 
demonstrated educational excellence for all students and 
progress in narrowing the achievement gap. 

In order to be invited to apply for Distinguished School honors, 
schools must meet a variety of eligibility criteria including 
designated federal and state accountability measures based on 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and the 
Academic Performance Index (API) requirements. 

Elementary and secondary (middle and high) schools are 
recognized during alternate years. For the 2014 cycle, eligible 
elementary schools are invited to participate. The criteria for 
school selection are based on the submission of an application, 
including a comprehensive description of two of the schoolôs 
successful signature practices, and a successful application 
review. The two signature practices submitted for Sequoiaôs 
application were Response to Intervention and Instructional 
Technology.   

 

 

 

 
 



Lost and Found rack  

The lost and found rack has gotten quite full. It will be emptied on 

Friday, March 14th and all itôs contents will be donated. Please check 

the items on the rack to see if something belongs to your little one. In 

the past, Sequoia clothing donations have been sent to an orphanage 

in the Ukraine by our former teacher, Mrs. Hanebury. We will be 

continuing this practice as these items are needed there now more 

than ever.  
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At tendance   

During the 2012-2013 school year, Sequoia Elementary students  had an average 

daily attendance rate of 97.56%, the best in the district. For this year, our goal will 

be 98.5%. A 1% increase in attendance district-wide represents one million dollars. 

We need to do our part. Every month, I will publish attendance rates by grade level. 

Letôs make the commitment to have every child at school everyday, all day.  

 

Reasons for excusing a student absence 

include: 

1. Illness or injury of the student 

2. Student attendance at a medical, 

dental, optometric or chiropractic 

appointment 

3. Funeral service of an immediate 

family member  

4. Exclusion from school due to head lice 

5. Appearance in court 

6. Observance of a religious holiday 

An Excused  Absence  Verses  An  Unexcused  Absence  

From the  MDUSD Paren t  In fo rma t ion  Packe t  

Reasons for an unexcused absence include: 

1. Family vacation 

2. Sporting event 

3. Car problems 

4. Birthdays or other personal celebrations 

5. Cheerleading 

6. Non-affiliated fine arts performances 

Notifying the office about these types of 

absences does not change the fact the they 

will still be counted as unexcused! 

All calls regarding absences must be 

directed towards to main office.  

Grade Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Dec.  Jan. Feb.  

Kinder 98.51% 98.33% 97.52% 98.02% 97.68% 98.45% 

First 97.60% 98.76% 97.85% 97.19% 96.42% 97.01% 

Second 98.73% 98.21% 98.42% 97.91% 96.15% 98.55% 

Third 98.42% 97.84% 97.95% 97.54% 97.83% 98.15% 

Fourth 98.78% 98.41% 97.75% 97.43% 96.09% 96.91% 

Fifth 98.73% 98.86% 98.08% 97.43% 96.77% 96.60% 



Parking Lot Concerns  

Here, again, are some safety tips for all drivers to review. Please share this 

information with anyone who picks up your children. Grandparents seem to 

have the most trouble in the parking lot, especially if they donõt pick your children 

up regularly.  

 Do not use the inside circle for parking. 

 Do not drop off or pick up passengers in the inside circle. 

 Do not leave your car unattended in the parking lot. 

Please always pull forward to make room for other people picking up 

students at school. 

Save your cell phone use for after you have exited our parking lot. Full 

attention needs to be paid to students and traffic at this time. Please abide by 

the hands free law effective 7-1-08, 

Always follow the directions of school personnel guiding the parking lot 

procedures. 

Do not cross (or ask your child to cross) the parking lot. This is extremely 

dangerous. We are requesting that everyone cross the lot at the crosswalk. 

Do not cross the street in front of the school. This is extremely dangerous. 

Please go to the nearest crosswalk.  

 



Sequo ia  Sc ience  Fa i r  

On February 13th, Sequoia Elementary held itõs annual Science Fair. Once again, we were all 

impressed with the level of work our studentsõ demonstrated. It was a record year for science 

fair entries, with both the elementary and middle school cafeterias filled with projects. I want to 

thank all of our wonderful parent volunteers and judges who helped make this event a huge 

success. A special thank you goes out to Donavaughn Jones, Sequoia parent and Science Fair 

coordinator, who spent hours upon hours organizing our science fair.  

Congratulations to our 3rd ñ5th Grade Winners!  


